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Introduction	
  
This	
  document	
  summarizes	
  the	
  results	
  of	
  a	
  study	
  to	
  determine	
  if	
  a	
  potential	
  bias	
  exists	
  in	
  the	
  length	
  
of	
  sentences	
  for	
  Males	
  and	
  Females	
  who	
  are	
  convicted	
  for	
  Federal	
  White	
  Collar	
  crimes.	
  	
  
	
  
If	
  any	
  fundamental	
  differences	
  exist	
  it	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  direct	
  consequence	
  of	
  the	
  culture	
  of	
  the	
  Federal	
  
Justice	
  system.	
  It	
  would	
  not	
  be	
  limited	
  to	
  the	
  judges,	
  who	
  ultimately	
  determine	
  the	
  length	
  of	
  the	
  
sentence,	
  but	
  would	
  also	
  involve,	
  the	
  prosecution,	
  the	
  probation	
  officers	
  and	
  other	
  influencing	
  
federal	
  officials.	
  	
  It	
  may	
  even	
  be	
  influenced	
  by	
  the	
  defense.	
  
	
  
The	
  conclusions	
  of	
  this	
  study	
  must	
  be	
  considered	
  as	
  “representative.”	
  	
  They	
  are	
  not	
  statistically	
  
projectable	
  to	
  the	
  total	
  population	
  of	
  sentenced	
  white-­‐collar	
  criminals.	
  	
  That	
  would	
  require	
  a	
  larger	
  
and	
  more	
  disciplined	
  selection	
  of	
  the	
  individuals	
  who	
  comprise	
  the	
  database	
  for	
  evaluation.	
  
	
  
With	
  that	
  caveat,	
  the	
  conclusions	
  from	
  this	
  study	
  are	
  indicative	
  of	
  what	
  would	
  be	
  expected	
  if	
  it	
  were	
  
based	
  upon	
  a	
  proper	
  statistical	
  sample	
  of	
  convicted	
  white-­‐collar	
  criminals.	
  
	
  
The	
  Data	
  Used	
  to	
  Determine	
  the	
  Results	
  of	
  the	
  Study	
  
The	
  database	
  used	
  for	
  the	
  analysis	
  is	
  limited	
  to	
  information	
  pertaining	
  to	
  29	
  Female	
  and	
  31	
  Male	
  
inmates	
  all	
  of	
  whom	
  are	
  currently	
  incarcerated.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  a	
  very	
  small	
  sample	
  size.	
  
	
  
	
  All	
  Females	
  are	
  currently	
  serving	
  their	
  sentences	
  at	
  Danbury	
  Federal	
  Prison	
  Camp	
  for	
  Women.	
  	
  The	
  
Males	
  were	
  compiled	
  from	
  court	
  records	
  limited	
  primarily	
  to	
  the	
  same	
  states	
  (or	
  regions)	
  from	
  which	
  
the	
  women	
  came.	
  	
  There	
  is	
  no	
  evidence	
  that	
  the	
  selection	
  of	
  the	
  individuals	
  comprising	
  the	
  database	
  
was	
  done	
  with	
  the	
  intent	
  of	
  influencing	
  the	
  results	
  of	
  the	
  study.	
  	
  The	
  selected	
  individuals	
  for	
  the	
  
study	
  have	
  also	
  been	
  reviewed	
  by	
  a	
  paralegal	
  to	
  check	
  for	
  completeness	
  and	
  accuracy.	
  
	
  
Overview	
  and	
  Strategy	
  of	
  the	
  Analysis	
  Process	
  
The	
  duration	
  of	
  a	
  sentence	
  for	
  a	
  White	
  Collar	
  crime	
  is	
  directly	
  influenced	
  by	
  the	
  financial	
  loss	
  
incurred.	
  	
  There	
  exists	
  a	
  Federal	
  Sentencing	
  Guideline	
  (see	
  Appendix	
  Pages	
  17,	
  18,	
  and	
  19	
  containing	
  
summary	
  information	
  from	
  the	
  manual)	
  that	
  quantifies	
  that	
  influence.	
  	
  	
  It	
  also	
  describes	
  the	
  process	
  
that	
  is	
  to	
  be	
  used	
  for	
  selecting	
  the	
  appropriate	
  range	
  for	
  sentencing.	
  Each	
  amount	
  of	
  loss	
  has	
  
associated	
  with	
  it	
  a	
  specific	
  range	
  of	
  months	
  as	
  a	
  recommended	
  sentence.	
  
	
  
From	
  this	
  initially	
  established	
  range	
  (by	
  the	
  loss),	
  there	
  are	
  additional	
  elements	
  that	
  describe	
  the	
  
offense,	
  which	
  can	
  further	
  increase	
  or	
  decrease	
  that	
  range.	
  	
  That	
  modification	
  is	
  referred	
  to	
  as	
  a	
  
downward	
  or	
  an	
  upward	
  departure	
  (from	
  the	
  original	
  range).	
  	
  	
  
	
  
This	
  entire	
  process	
  results	
  in	
  a	
  final	
  range	
  for	
  sentencing	
  (in	
  months)	
  related	
  to	
  the	
  details	
  of	
  the	
  
specific	
  offense(s),	
  and	
  the	
  extent	
  of	
  the	
  loss.	
  	
  However,	
  it	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  understand	
  that	
  this	
  is	
  an	
  
advisory	
  recommendation	
  only.	
  	
  The	
  Judge	
  is	
  not	
  limited	
  to	
  that	
  range,	
  which	
  was	
  determined	
  by	
  the	
  
process.	
  	
  	
  They	
  can	
  modify	
  it	
  in	
  any	
  way	
  that	
  they	
  believe	
  appropriate	
  -­‐	
  and	
  they	
  often	
  do.	
  
	
  
There	
  are	
  clearly	
  significant	
  variability’s	
  in	
  the	
  influencing	
  elements,	
  which	
  determine	
  the	
  final	
  
sentence.	
  They	
  include	
  the	
  selection	
  of	
  the	
  initial	
  sentencing	
  range,	
  the	
  upward	
  and	
  downward	
  
departures	
  and	
  finally	
  the	
  Judge’s	
  assessment,	
  which	
  can	
  result	
  in	
  further	
  modifications.	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
This	
  complexity	
  seems	
  to	
  present	
  an	
  overwhelming	
  obstacle	
  for	
  objective	
  analysis.	
  
	
  
Fortunately,	
  the	
  complexity	
  of	
  that	
  process	
  is	
  not	
  really	
  an	
  issue.	
  	
  In	
  a	
  truly	
  unbiased	
  sentencing,	
  the	
  
length	
  of	
  any	
  individual’s	
  sentence	
  with	
  respect	
  to	
  its	
  initial	
  sentence	
  range	
  (as	
  determined	
  by	
  the	
  
loss)	
  can	
  be	
  expected	
  to	
  be	
  higher	
  sometimes,	
  lower	
  sometimes	
  or	
  in	
  the	
  range.	
  	
  This	
  deviation	
  
should	
  apply	
  approximately	
  equally	
  for	
  both	
  Male	
  or	
  Female	
  sentences.	
  	
  	
  If	
  one	
  group	
  tends	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  
much	
  higher	
  deviation	
  (directionally)	
  from	
  the	
  initial	
  range	
  than	
  the	
  other,	
  a	
  bias	
  clearly	
  exists.	
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SUMMARY	
  
	
  
The	
  length	
  of	
  sentences	
  of	
  the	
  two	
  groups	
  (Males	
  and	
  Females)	
  are	
  compared	
  and	
  quantified	
  in	
  this	
  
Summary.	
  	
  This	
  comparison	
  is	
  explained	
  in	
  detail	
  in	
  later	
  sections	
  of	
  this	
  report.	
  
	
  
In	
  addition	
  to	
  the	
  overall	
  assessment,	
  the	
  database	
  is	
  then	
  further	
  segmented	
  to	
  separately	
  analyze,	
  
Mail	
  Fraud,	
  Bank	
  Fraud,	
  Wire	
  Fraud	
  and	
  Low	
  Values	
  of	
  Loss.	
  	
  The	
  analysis	
  of	
  these	
  four	
  segments	
  is	
  
done	
  only	
  to	
  aid	
  in	
  validating	
  the	
  overall	
  assessment	
  not	
  to	
  develop	
  more	
  discrete	
  results.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Finally	
  the	
  length	
  of	
  the	
  sentences	
  of	
  African	
  American	
  Females	
  is	
  compared	
  to	
  the	
  length	
  of	
  the	
  
sentences	
  of	
  Males	
  for	
  a	
  general	
  assessment.	
  	
  
	
  
OVERALL	
  DIFFERENCES	
  BETWEEN	
  FEMALE	
  AND	
  MALE	
  SENTENCES	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
On	
  average,	
  as	
  stated	
  in	
  the	
  table	
  above,	
  Female	
  sentences	
  are	
  three	
  (3)	
  times	
  as	
  long	
  as	
  Male	
  
sentences	
  for	
  Federal	
  White	
  Collar	
  Crimes	
  with	
  similar	
  losses	
  	
  	
  Female’s	
  sentences	
  are	
  about	
  
155%	
  of	
  the	
  guidelines	
  while	
  the	
  Male’s	
  sentences	
  are	
  just	
  52%	
  of	
  that	
  guideline	
  recommendation.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
There	
  Are	
  Three	
  Important	
  Definitions	
  Used	
  in	
  the	
  Table	
  Above.	
  
	
  
Sentence	
  Severity	
  -­‐	
  Sentence	
  Severity	
  is	
  a	
  percentage,	
  calculated	
  by	
  comparing	
  the	
  actual	
  sentence	
  
to	
  the	
  recommended	
  guideline	
  sentence.	
  
	
  
Average	
  Sentence	
  Severity	
  -­‐	
  This	
  can	
  be	
  derived	
  when	
  there	
  are	
  many	
  separate	
  individuals	
  in	
  a	
  
group,	
  all	
  of	
  which	
  have	
  received	
  different	
  sentences.	
  	
  This	
  calculation	
  is	
  the	
  average	
  of	
  all	
  of	
  those	
  
separate	
  Sentence	
  Severities	
  of	
  the	
  group.	
  
	
  	
  
Severity	
  Ratio	
  -­‐	
  Is	
  the	
  relationship	
  between	
  the	
  two	
  Average	
  Sentence	
  Severities	
  of	
  both	
  groups.	
  	
  In	
  
this	
  case	
  that	
  ratio	
  is	
  155%/52%	
  or	
  3.0.	
  	
  Specifically,	
  the	
  average	
  Female	
  sentence	
  for	
  a	
  given	
  loss	
  
amount	
  is	
  three	
  times	
  greater	
  	
  (or	
  more	
  severe)	
  than	
  the	
  average	
  Male	
  sentence	
  for	
  the	
  same	
  loss.	
  
	
  
What	
  About	
  Different	
  Segments?	
  
This	
  sentence	
  disparity	
  can	
  be	
  calculated	
  for	
  different	
  types	
  of	
  White	
  Collar	
  Crimes.	
  	
  The	
  database	
  of	
  
names,	
  that	
  is	
  limited	
  in	
  number	
  to	
  begin	
  with,	
  will	
  now	
  be	
  subdivided	
  into	
  even	
  smaller	
  groups.	
  	
  	
  
The	
  value	
  of	
  this	
  analysis,	
  however,	
  is	
  not	
  to	
  see	
  if	
  a	
  more	
  accurate	
  Severity	
  Ratio	
  could	
  be	
  derived	
  
but	
  to	
  see	
  if	
  the	
  general	
  conclusion	
  that	
  Female	
  sentences	
  are	
  a	
  multiple	
  of	
  Male	
  sentences	
  (in	
  length)	
  
is	
  equally	
  valid	
  for	
  its	
  different	
  segments.	
  	
  The	
  table	
  below	
  summarizes	
  the	
  results.	
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Each	
  of	
  the	
  selected	
  segments	
  of	
  the	
  data,	
  as	
  seen	
  in	
  the	
  chart,	
  indicates	
  that	
  the	
  Female	
  sentencing	
  is	
  
a	
  multiple	
  of	
  the	
  length	
  of	
  the	
  Male	
  sentencing	
  for	
  similar	
  losses.	
  	
  The	
  range	
  of	
  that	
  multiple	
  is	
  2.7	
  to	
  
4.8.	
  	
  	
  These	
  specific	
  segments	
  were	
  selected,	
  as	
  they	
  were	
  large	
  enough	
  to	
  permit	
  an	
  independent	
  
evaluation.	
  	
  The	
  following	
  explores	
  each	
  of	
  those	
  segments	
  in	
  some	
  detail.	
  
	
  
Mail	
  Fraud.	
  
The	
  portion	
  of	
  the	
  database	
  used	
  for	
  this	
  segment	
  is	
  tabulated	
  in	
  the	
  Appendix	
  –Page	
  12	
  
	
  
The	
  small	
  number	
  of	
  samples	
  (10	
  F	
  and	
  5	
  M)	
  eliminates	
  the	
  value	
  of	
  any	
  generality	
  being	
  derived	
  
from	
  the	
  analysis	
  of	
  this	
  segment	
  except	
  that	
  there	
  was	
  a	
  positive	
  Severity	
  Ratio	
  (Female	
  vs.	
  Males).	
  	
  
	
  
Wire	
  Fraud.	
  
The	
  portion	
  of	
  the	
  database	
  used	
  for	
  this	
  segment	
  is	
  tabulated	
  in	
  the	
  Appendix	
  –Page	
  13	
  
	
  
The	
  small	
  number	
  of	
  samples	
  (8	
  F	
  and	
  7	
  M)	
  similarly,	
  precludes	
  deriving	
  a	
  generality	
  from	
  the	
  
analysis	
  of	
  this	
  segment	
  except	
  that	
  there	
  was	
  also	
  a	
  positive	
  Severity	
  Ratio	
  (Female	
  vs.	
  Males).	
  
	
  
Bank	
  Fraud.	
  
The	
  portion	
  off	
  the	
  database	
  used	
  for	
  this	
  segment	
  is	
  tabulated	
  in	
  the	
  Appendix	
  –Page	
  14	
  
	
  
The	
  small	
  number	
  of	
  samples	
  (10	
  F	
  and	
  5	
  M)	
  limits	
  generalities	
  from	
  being	
  derived	
  from	
  the	
  analysis	
  
of	
  this	
  segment.	
  	
  	
  The	
  fact	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  positive	
  reinforces	
  the	
  overall	
  thesis	
  that	
  Females	
  do	
  get	
  a	
  longer	
  
sentence,	
  however,	
  the	
  Average	
  Sentence	
  Severity	
  based	
  on	
  10	
  samples	
  or	
  less	
  is	
  nudging	
  the	
  edge	
  of	
  
respectability.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Low	
  Loss	
  
The	
  portion	
  of	
  the	
  database	
  used	
  for	
  this	
  segment	
  is	
  tabulated	
  in	
  the	
  Appendix	
  –Page	
  15	
  
	
  
This	
  is	
  a	
  very	
  important	
  segment	
  (29	
  F	
  and	
  16	
  M).	
  	
  All	
  of	
  the	
  Females	
  in	
  the	
  database	
  had	
  a	
  loss	
  
amount	
  that	
  was	
  less	
  than	
  35	
  million.	
  	
  Only	
  55%	
  of	
  the	
  Males	
  had	
  a	
  loss	
  amount	
  in	
  that	
  same	
  range.	
  	
  	
  
Comparisons	
  in	
  a	
  similar	
  range	
  have	
  a	
  higher	
  degree	
  of	
  credibility	
  than	
  if	
  you	
  compared	
  those	
  below	
  
35	
  million	
  with	
  those	
  above	
  35	
  million.	
  	
  Even	
  though	
  the	
  analysis	
  technique	
  used,	
  minimizes	
  that	
  
issue	
  (explained	
  later	
  in	
  the	
  discussion)	
  it	
  still	
  makes	
  sense	
  to	
  use	
  equivalent	
  ranges.	
  	
  The	
  Important	
  
result	
  is	
  that	
  the	
  Severity	
  Ratio	
  in	
  this	
  low	
  range	
  is	
  3.8.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  higher	
  than	
  the	
  Overall	
  Average	
  ratio	
  
of	
  3.0.	
  	
  This	
  suggests	
  that	
  in	
  a	
  larger	
  sample,	
  it	
  would	
  be	
  appropriate	
  to	
  randomly	
  select	
  the	
  Male	
  data	
  
from	
  the	
  segment	
  whose	
  loss	
  range	
  most	
  closely	
  matches	
  the	
  Females.	
  
	
  
African	
  American	
  
The	
  portion	
  of	
  the	
  database	
  used	
  for	
  this	
  segment	
  is	
  tabulated	
  in	
  the	
  Appendix	
  –	
  Page	
  16	
  
	
  
This	
  segment	
  includes	
  only	
  Female	
  African	
  Americans	
  (11	
  F).	
  	
  They	
  are	
  compared	
  to	
  the	
  total	
  Male	
  
(28	
  M)	
  database.	
  	
  There	
  was	
  no	
  information	
  available	
  to	
  determine	
  if	
  any	
  of	
  the	
  Males	
  listed	
  were	
  
African	
  American.	
  	
  This	
  has	
  the	
  highest	
  Severity	
  Ratio	
  at	
  4.8.	
  	
  	
  Thus	
  for	
  this	
  database	
  of	
  names,	
  
Female	
  African	
  Americans	
  are	
  receiving	
  sentences	
  that	
  are	
  on	
  the	
  average	
  4.8	
  times	
  longer	
  than	
  the	
  
Males.	
  	
  
	
  
A	
  Critically	
  Important	
  Caution	
  
All	
  five	
  of	
  the	
  segments	
  that	
  have	
  been	
  analyzed	
  in	
  this	
  portion	
  of	
  the	
  discussion	
  include	
  at	
  least	
  one	
  
segment	
  that	
  is	
  relatively	
  small.	
  	
  The	
  results	
  therefore	
  should	
  be	
  considered	
  “indicative”	
  of	
  an	
  
analysis	
  that	
  is	
  only	
  “representative”	
  of	
  the	
  relationships	
  of	
  sentences	
  of	
  Female	
  vs.	
  Male	
  White	
  Collar	
  
crimes.	
  	
  These	
  results	
  should	
  be	
  appropriately	
  considered	
  as	
  the”	
  canary	
  in	
  the	
  coal	
  mine”	
  or	
  “where	
  
there	
  is	
  smoke	
  there	
  is	
  fire”.	
  	
  The	
  canary	
  is	
  definitely	
  looking	
  ill	
  and	
  there	
  certainly	
  is	
  smoke	
  coming	
  
out	
  from	
  under	
  the	
  door.	
  	
  The	
  analysis	
  of	
  these	
  segments	
  does	
  tend	
  to	
  fortify	
  the	
  overall	
  opinion	
  that	
  
a	
  significant	
  level	
  of	
  bias	
  exists	
  between	
  Female	
  and	
  Male	
  Sentences	
  in	
  Federal	
  White	
  Collar	
  Crimes.	
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The	
  Analysis	
  Process	
  and	
  Supporting	
  Graphical	
  Presentations	
  of	
  the	
  Data	
  
While	
  many	
  are	
  comfortable	
  working	
  with	
  tables	
  and	
  calculations,	
  most	
  individuals	
  would	
  prefer	
  
pictorial	
  or	
  graphical	
  illustrations.	
  	
  This	
  section	
  is	
  a	
  further	
  discussion	
  of	
  the	
  process	
  used	
  to	
  derive	
  
the	
  previously	
  stated	
  results	
  and	
  an	
  associated	
  graphic	
  overview	
  to	
  clearly	
  illustrate	
  the	
  existence	
  of	
  
the	
  bias	
  that	
  was	
  previously	
  defined.	
  
	
  
The	
  Sentencing	
  Table	
  and	
  the	
  Sentencing	
  Process	
  (Appendix	
  Pages	
  17,	
  18,	
  and	
  19)	
  form	
  the	
  
fundamental	
  backbone	
  for	
  determining	
  the	
  length	
  of	
  a	
  final	
  sentence.	
  	
  The	
  loss	
  associated	
  with	
  the	
  
crime	
  is	
  the	
  primary	
  defining	
  characteristic	
  for	
  that	
  length.	
  	
  This	
  relationship	
  was	
  previously	
  
discussed	
  in	
  the	
  introduction	
  section	
  of	
  this	
  paper.	
  	
  
	
  
Statistically,	
  the	
  sentences	
  for	
  Males	
  and	
  Females	
  should	
  show	
  a	
  relatively	
  equal	
  distribution	
  with	
  
those	
  who	
  are	
  above	
  and	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  below	
  the	
  average	
  sentence	
  (based	
  on	
  the	
  loss).	
  
	
  	
  
That	
  sounds	
  a	
  bit	
  complicated	
  and	
  obtuse	
  but	
  (for	
  example),	
  if	
  it	
  turns	
  out	
  that	
  the	
  Males	
  receive	
  a	
  
fraction	
  (less	
  than)	
  of	
  the	
  expected	
  sentence	
  while	
  concurrently	
  the	
  Females	
  receive	
  a	
  multiple	
  
(more	
  than)	
  of	
  the	
  sentence	
  (or	
  visa	
  versa)	
  it	
  can	
  be	
  comfortably	
  presumed	
  that,	
  for	
  this	
  particular	
  
database,	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  bias.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  particularly	
  true	
  if	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  major	
  difference	
  between	
  the	
  two.	
  
	
  
Analyzing	
  the	
  Data	
  
The	
  first	
  step	
  in	
  determining	
  if	
  either	
  Males	
  or	
  Females	
  have	
  a	
  deviation	
  from	
  their	
  appropriate	
  
sentence	
  is	
  to	
  convert	
  the	
  information	
  in	
  the	
  Sentencing	
  Table	
  to	
  a	
  curve	
  that	
  describes	
  the	
  
relationship	
  between	
  the	
  amount	
  of	
  the	
  loss	
  and	
  the	
  sentence.	
  

.	
  
To	
  construct	
  that	
  curve,	
  the	
  average	
  for	
  each	
  sentencing	
  range	
  (associated	
  with	
  each	
  specific	
  loss)	
  for	
  
a	
  “First	
  Offender”	
  or	
  a	
  “Second	
  Offender”	
  is	
  calculated.	
  	
  These	
  points	
  are	
  then	
  plotted	
  and	
  linked	
  with	
  
a	
  smoothed	
  curve.	
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Example	
  1:	
  This	
  would	
  be	
  an	
  individual	
  whose	
  sentence	
  was	
  determined	
  to	
  be	
  150	
  months	
  for	
  a	
  
crime	
  that	
  had	
  an	
  associated	
  loss	
  of	
  60	
  million	
  dollars.	
  	
  	
  The	
  sentencing	
  curve,	
  however,	
  indicates	
  that	
  
this	
  specific	
  dollar	
  loss	
  should	
  result	
  in	
  a	
  100-­‐month	
  sentence.	
  The	
  Sentence	
  Severity	
  therefore,	
  is	
  
150	
  months	
  divided	
  by	
  100	
  or	
  150%.	
  
	
  
Example	
  2:	
  	
  This	
  is	
  the	
  opposite	
  situation.	
  	
  The	
  loss	
  in	
  this	
  case	
  is	
  200	
  million	
  and	
  the	
  sentence	
  was	
  
70	
  months.	
  	
  Normally	
  (from	
  the	
  plotted	
  sentencing	
  curve)	
  the	
  average	
  sentence	
  in	
  months	
  should	
  be	
  
about	
  150	
  months.	
  	
  Therefore	
  the	
  Sentence	
  Severity	
  is	
  (70/150)	
  or	
  	
  47%.	
  
	
  
The	
  individual	
  in	
  Example	
  1	
  received	
  a	
  sentence	
  that	
  was	
  relatively	
  more	
  severe	
  than	
  the	
  individual’s	
  
sentence	
  in	
  Example	
  2.	
  	
  	
  To	
  compare	
  these	
  two	
  different	
  sentences	
  (which	
  have	
  different	
  losses)	
  
merely	
  divide	
  one	
  Sentence	
  Severity	
  by	
  the	
  other.	
  	
  In	
  this	
  case	
  the	
  Severity	
  Ratio	
  is	
  150%/47%	
  or	
  
3.2.	
  	
  That	
  means	
  that	
  the	
  sentence	
  for	
  Example	
  1	
  was	
  3.2	
  times	
  more	
  severe	
  than	
  Example	
  2.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
As	
  a	
  reminder,	
  upward	
  and	
  downward	
  departures,	
  and	
  the	
  Judges	
  opinions	
  determine	
  the	
  final	
  
sentence.	
  	
  The	
  Federal	
  Sentencing	
  Guidelines	
  are	
  just	
  the	
  common	
  starting	
  point	
  for	
  White	
  Collar	
  
crimes	
  and	
  a	
  deviation	
  from	
  that	
  start	
  is	
  to	
  be	
  expected.	
  	
  What	
  is	
  also	
  to	
  be	
  expected	
  is	
  that	
  there	
  
should	
  be	
  a	
  fairly	
  equal	
  statistical	
  distribution	
  of	
  deviations	
  	
  (higher	
  and	
  lower)	
  for	
  both	
  Males	
  and	
  
Females.	
  	
  As	
  has	
  been	
  identified	
  in	
  this	
  analysis,	
  however,	
  that	
  is	
  not	
  the	
  case,	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  definite	
  bias.	
  	
  
	
  
Graphical	
  Representation	
  of	
  the	
  Database	
  
A	
  visual	
  representation	
  of	
  the	
  individuals	
  in	
  the	
  database	
  is	
  illustrated	
  by	
  two	
  graphs.	
  	
  The	
  first,	
  
immediately	
  below,	
  covers	
  all	
  those	
  whose	
  loss	
  was	
  greater	
  than	
  7	
  million	
  dollars	
  but	
  less	
  than	
  200	
  
million	
  dollars.	
  	
  The	
  second	
  graph,	
  on	
  the	
  next	
  page,	
  plots	
  the	
  remainder	
  of	
  the	
  database	
  for	
  those	
  
sentences	
  based	
  on	
  loss	
  amounts	
  of	
  7	
  million	
  dollars	
  or	
  less.	
  	
  Both	
  the	
  Male	
  and	
  Female	
  data	
  is	
  
displayed.	
  The	
  dotted	
  line	
  is	
  the	
  graph	
  of	
  the	
  average	
  sentence	
  guideline	
  discussed	
  previously.	
  The	
  
individual	
  points	
  are	
  from	
  the	
  actual	
  data	
  used	
  in	
  this	
  analysis	
  (Appendix	
  Page	
  10	
  and	
  Page	
  11)	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



A	
  Comparison	
  of	
  White	
  Collar	
  Crime	
  Sentence	
  Lengths	
  between	
  Males	
  and	
  Females	
  

September	
  16,	
  2013	
   www.CultureQuantiX.com	
  
	
  

7	
  

By	
  a	
  visual	
  inspection	
  it	
  is	
  apparent	
  that	
  most	
  of	
  the	
  Female	
  sentences	
  in	
  this	
  range	
  of	
  loss	
  are	
  
greater	
  than	
  the	
  average	
  while	
  most	
  Male	
  sentences	
  are	
  less.	
  Secondly	
  there	
  seems	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  “ceiling”	
  
(with	
  a	
  few	
  exceptions),	
  of	
  60	
  months	
  for	
  Males.	
  	
  All	
  of	
  the	
  data	
  points	
  are	
  clustered	
  below	
  the	
  100	
  
million	
  dollar	
  loss	
  level.	
  	
  
	
  
Not	
  displayed	
  on	
  this	
  graph,	
  to	
  minimize	
  confusion,	
  are	
  five	
  other	
  higher	
  losses	
  for	
  Male	
  sentencing.	
  	
  
These	
  are	
  for	
  the	
  amounts	
  of	
  544,	
  826,	
  826,	
  1,800	
  and	
  19,900	
  Million	
  dollars.	
  	
  The	
  final	
  two	
  data	
  
points	
  (1,900	
  and	
  19,900)	
  are	
  not	
  considered	
  in	
  any	
  of	
  the	
  analysis	
  since	
  they	
  represent	
  “Outliers”.	
  	
  
An	
  explanation	
  of	
  the	
  term	
  “Outliers”	
  is	
  presented	
  later	
  in	
  this	
  document.	
  
	
  
This	
  second	
  graph,	
  below	
  illustrates	
  the	
  distribution	
  of	
  sentencing	
  for	
  situations	
  where	
  the	
  loss	
  level	
  
is	
  at	
  or	
  below	
  7	
  Million	
  dollars.	
  	
  

	
  
The	
  results	
  echo	
  the	
  same	
  trend	
  observed	
  in	
  the	
  high-­‐end	
  graph.	
  	
  Female	
  sentences	
  continue	
  to	
  be	
  
clustered	
  above	
  the	
  average	
  while	
  Males	
  sentences	
  are	
  distributed	
  below.	
  
	
  
By	
  using	
  the	
  measurement	
  of	
  Sentence	
  Severity	
  (defined	
  previously	
  as	
  the	
  percentage	
  of	
  the	
  actual	
  
sentence	
  with	
  respect	
  to	
  the	
  average	
  of	
  the	
  Federal	
  Sentencing	
  guidelines	
  for	
  a	
  specific	
  loss)	
  as	
  the	
  
fundamental	
  metric	
  for	
  a	
  common	
  description,	
  the	
  Severity	
  Ratio	
  will	
  then	
  define	
  the	
  relationship	
  
between	
  Female	
  Sentences	
  and	
  Male	
  Sentences.	
  	
  
	
  
Outliers	
  
As	
  a	
  final	
  note	
  about	
  the	
  analysis,	
  not	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  data	
  for	
  individuals	
  was	
  used	
  in	
  each	
  evaluation.	
  	
  	
  	
  The	
  
data	
  from	
  some	
  was	
  sufficiently	
  outside	
  of	
  the	
  range	
  of	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  other	
  data	
  points	
  that	
  they	
  could	
  
have	
  dramatically	
  altered	
  the	
  results.	
  Consequently	
  we	
  used	
  a	
  specific	
  determination	
  for	
  inclusion.	
  	
  If	
  
a	
  data	
  point	
  was	
  4	
  times	
  greater	
  or	
  less	
  than	
  ¼	
  of	
  the	
  average	
  of	
  the	
  group,	
  it	
  was	
  not	
  included.	
  	
  
Exclusions	
  are	
  noted	
  in	
  the	
  appendix.	
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Final	
  Thoughts	
  
	
  
The	
  Bureau	
  of	
  Prisons	
  publishes	
  ongoing	
  statistics,	
  which	
  give	
  an	
  interesting	
  insight.	
  The	
  BOP	
  has	
  a	
  
professionally	
  developed	
  and	
  maintained	
  automated	
  system,	
  which	
  can	
  be	
  accessed	
  at	
  
www.bop.gov/news/quick.jsp	
  The	
  following	
  data,	
  taken	
  from	
  that	
  system,	
  is	
  used	
  to	
  give	
  an	
  estimate	
  
of	
  the	
  current	
  population	
  of	
  Females	
  sentenced	
  for	
  Federal	
  White	
  Collar	
  Crimes	
  
	
  

1. Total	
  Prison	
  Population	
  =	
  218,864	
  
2. Percent	
  Females	
  =	
  6.7%	
  
3. Percent	
  White	
  Collar	
  Crimes	
  of	
  those	
  Sentenced	
  =	
  6.2%	
  

	
  
A	
  rough	
  estimate,	
  using	
  this	
  data	
  is	
  that	
  the	
  Female	
  population	
  for	
  White	
  Collar	
  Crimes	
  is	
  less	
  than	
  
1000	
  individuals.	
  Since	
  the	
  average	
  length	
  of	
  the	
  sentence	
  for	
  Women	
  is	
  81	
  months	
  (in	
  this	
  study),	
  
that	
  would	
  mean	
  that	
  about	
  130	
  –	
  140	
  new	
  convictions	
  enter	
  each	
  year.	
  	
  Since	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  information	
  
needed	
  is	
  probably	
  in	
  the	
  BOP	
  system,	
  a	
  statistically	
  significant	
  sample	
  could	
  be	
  obtained	
  to	
  gain	
  a	
  
relatively	
  accurate	
  statistical	
  study.	
  In	
  addition,	
  a	
  segmented	
  random	
  sample	
  from	
  the	
  Male	
  database	
  
could	
  be	
  selected	
  to	
  match	
  the	
  range	
  of	
  the	
  approximate	
  financial	
  losses	
  and	
  the	
  type	
  of	
  White	
  Collar	
  
Crime	
  as	
  closely	
  as	
  possible.	
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Notes:	
  #1	
  Perez	
  is	
  not	
  included	
  as	
  there	
  is	
  no	
  loss	
  amount.	
  
Notes	
  #2	
  Grice	
  is	
  not	
  included	
  in	
  the	
  calculation	
  of	
  Average	
  Sentence	
  Severity	
  since	
  it	
  is	
  greater	
  than	
  
4	
  times	
  the	
  Average	
  Sentence	
  Severity.	
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Notes:	
  #47	
  Negroni	
  is	
  not	
  included	
  in	
  the	
  analysis,	
  the	
  Sentence	
  Severity	
  is	
  less	
  than	
  1/4	
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